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2022: A year of 
expansion and 
consolidation
The challenge that cancer imposes on us is not only growing but also presenting itself 
in ever more challenging dimensions. Although it is unquestionably a global problem 
in terms of incidence and mortality rates, the regional context poses challenges that 
need a more initiative-taking and effective stance. We cannot accept as inevitable 
the increase in cases and fatalities. There is much work to be done to change these 
perspectives. The loss of life and social devastation that would result from our 
indifference are unacceptable.

In this context, we wish to describe this past year of LACOG as one of expansion and 
consolidation. We have structured a consolidated and professionalized team, which 
has always been the cornerstone of our strategic planning, in a consistent and organic 
manner. More than 40 devoted professionals engaged in the various aspects of 
cancer research, a new, larger, and more comfortable headquarters to accommodate 
our expanding needs, and an ever-increasing number of patients and studies with 
a growing interaction with our industry partners and international research groups 
attest to the undeniable fact that our organization is becoming more solid and credible.

Our national participation and influence are becoming increasingly evident. A 
generation of clinical-investigator physicians is being cultivated in Brazil across various 
specialties, stemming from a gradual process of building relationships, education, 
and trust that is set to continue expanding. Our regional integration is also advancing 
rapidly. The increasing participation of fellow researchers from the Group's sixteen 
member nations will coincide with LACOG's growing reputation throughout Latin 
American nations. The incorporation of new skills and viewpoints that will lead to 
further growth must go hand in hand with this integration.

Our performance could not have produced anything other than international 
recognition and prestige. The significant increase in the number of investigator-
initiated studies, which only a few years ago was viewed as a distant utopia, is now a part 
of our daily existence and supports a path that will lead to ever-increasing credibility.

PRESIDENT
MESSAGE

Carlos H. Barrios

01

We are developing a culture of clinical and epidemiological research in accordance with 
our context, with the goal of identifying and answering questions that are significant and 
relevant to our population. Often groundbreaking and never-before-conducted, studies 
describing the reality of patients with different tumors in Latin America are supplying 
crucial information for the discussion and development of public policies that will improve 
the care of cancer patients in our region. Identifying inequities and disparities at every 
level is essential if we are to find the required solutions.

International clinical research is at a critical juncture and is confronted with extremely 
specific global challenges that are universal and directly affect us. There is a concentration 
of studies in certain regions or countries, and consequently, the applicability of the results 
to a much more heterogeneous clinical practice in the actual world is being questioned. 
We can and must broaden and extend the availability of studies for our region and enable 
the inclusion of increasingly ethnically and sociocultural diverse populations. LACOG 
is assisting in the development of Research Centers in institutions and regions of the 
country where there is no access, thereby expanding the reach and benefits of clinical 
research to a growing number of patients.

Only collectively, with the support of a structure such as LACOG, is it possible to realize 
academic and care aspirations. We are growing together and, in the process, stimulating 
the growth of different specialty groups that see the opportunity to learn from the 
experience of other colleagues and to realize academic and care goals.

Thank you very much to all who have participated in some way so far, as well as to those 
who are actively participating today in LACOG. We are on the move; the future is full of 
challenges, but we are confident that, working together, we will create a better reality for 
our cancer patients.
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02 EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
MESSAGE

A year of 
investigator network 
enhancement and 
global collaboration

Dr. Gustavo Werutsky

In 2022, LACOG expanded its network of cancer researchers from throughout Latin America. 
The first LACOG Annual Meeting was held in Sao Paulo, Brazil, and was a two-day event where 
investigators discussed study proposals, ongoing trials, publications, partnerships, and future 
strategies. The LACOG Annual Meeting was a milestone in the organization's history and 
signifies its maturity as a network of academic cancer research investigators in Latin America, 
thereby strengthening the culture of collaboration. Following this successful event, we held 
the LACOG Immuno-Oncology Symposium, which had over 1900 registrations, an average of 
200 participants on-site, and 550 participants virtually, with sections on various tumor types 
conducted by LACOG cancer-focused groups.

An additional significant accomplishment of 2022 was the expansion of international 
collaboration and intergroup studies. LACOG has participated in phase III clinical trials from 
Breast International Group (BIG), European Organization for Research and Treatment of 
Cancer (EORTC), and ARCAGY-GINECO, being the continent's top recruiter in PEACE-III and 
in the top positions as a recruiter in the SENTICOL and IMpassion 030 studies. In addition, 
LACOG has joined the GOG Foundation and is preparing to participate in phase III clinical trials 
for gynecological cancer, which will begin in 2023. Also, another important phase III trial in 
prostate cancer, the DORA study, will begin in Brazil in 2023 in partnership with the Prostate 
Cancer Clinical Trials Consortium (PCCTC).

Recognizing the complexity of conducting and managing clinical trials and educational events, 
I would like to thank the entire LACOG Office team, which has been doing outstanding work 
to establish LACOG as an academic research group in Latin America by delivering exceptional 
performance and qualified work. In 2022, LACOG worked on 31 studies, completing 330 site 
activations, 351 regulatory submissions, 180 site contracts, 89 SIVs, and 720 monitoring visits.

Finally, I want to reiterate our mission to increase the representation and integration of Latin 
American investigators in LACOG. Despite the challenges and limitations, we have been 
increasing the number of studies and cancer-oriented group members from different Latin 
American countries, and we will keep working on that for the next few years.
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The Latin American 
Cooperative Oncology Group 
(LACOG) is an organization 
dedicated to cancer research

ABOUT LACOG03
The group is composed of physicians and researchers from various Latin American countries 
who collaborate to advance the knowledge and practice of oncology treatments. LACOG has 
11 specialty groups in breast, gynecology, head and neck, genitourinary, lung, gastrointestinal, 
neuro, sarcoma, onco-geriatric, and radiotherapy.
The primary goal of LACOG is to enhance cancer treatment outcomes in the region by 
conducting high-quality clinical and epidemiologic research. This research seeks to evaluate 
new therapies and treatment methods to find the best options for the health and wellbeing 
of Latin American patients.

The organization also promotes continuing medical education in the field of oncology by 
hosting educational events and webinars and disseminating current cancer knowledge to 
healthcare professionals. Additionally, through its partnership with the Instituto Projeto CURA 
(CURE Project Institute), it supports the deliberation and formulation of cancer-related public 
policies in Brazil.

LACOG has been recognized as a prominent organization in the field of oncology research 
in Latin America, serving as a vital link between the countries of the region and international 
research groups.
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The team at LACOG is comprised of highly qualified and devoted professionals who perform 
essential functions for the organization.

Medical Board: A medical board specializing in oncology leads LACOG and is responsible for 
delineating the organization's overall strategy, establishing partnerships, supervising research 
activities, and publishing scientific articles.

Investigators: LACOG is comprised of a team of devoted medical investigators from institutions 
throughout Latin America. These experts are accountable for proposing new research, conducting 
studies in the sites, accumulating data, and analyzing the results.

Technical/Scientific Team: LACOG also relies on statisticians, pharmacists, and biomedical 
specialists who assist investigators in developing research concepts and protocols, managing data 
monitoring, pharmacovigilance, and statistical analysis, and who contribute with knowledge and 
expertise to the studies and projects conducted.

Administrative Team: LACOG has an administrative team that manages the daily operations of 
the organization. This includes financial management, human resources, communication, and 
information technology, which guarantee the group's efficient operation.

COORDINATING 
OFFICE04

AR CRBR CU PEBO EC DOCL GT UYCO MX VE
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Investigators play a key role in LACOG and are essential to the 

organization's success. Today, the group has 507 members 

who play a vital role in producing scientific evidence, 

advancing knowledge, and enhancing cancer treatment in 

Latin America. 

The collaboration of everyone involved contributes to the 

creation of novel clinical and epidemiological studies and 

has direct effects on the clinical practice and care of cancer 

patients in the region.
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Medical
Speciality

Oncologist 81.2%

Surgeon 7.2%

Other Medical Specialty 6.4%

Radiation Oncologist 4.5%

Pathologist 0.7%

Types of
tumor studies 
members are 
interested in

Breast 20.3%

Genitourinary 14.6%

Gynecological 13.8%

Gastrointestinal 13.3%

Lung 10.2%

Geriatric Oncology 5.5%

Head and Neck 5.2%

Melanoma 4.7%

Sarcoma 4.4%

Soft tissue sarcoma 3.6%

Central Nervous System 2.9%

Radiation Oncology 1.0%

Hematology 0.5%

Institution
Experience

Clinical Trials and Epidemiological 74.8%

Clinical Trials 12.9%

Epidemiological 7,5%

None of the above 4.8%

Experience as a 
Principal 
Investigator

Yes 86.8%

No 13.2%
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70

115

12.500

28

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL STUDIES 
AND CLINICAL TRIALS

ABSTRACTS AND 
ARTICLES PUBLISHED

PATIENTES ENROLLED

EDUCATIONAL EVENTS 
PERFORMED

16
COUNTRIES

Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, Chile, Costa 

Rica, Cuba, El Salvador, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, 

Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela

265
HOSPITALS AND 
RESEARCH SITES

507
MEMBERS

LACOG 
NUMBERS06 OUR 

PARTNERS
LACOG collaborates with national and 

international study groups, participating 

in the development and management of 

epidemiological studies and clinical trials.

LACOG IS MEMBER OF

07
GBECAM

GRUPO BRASILEIRO
DE ESTUDOS EM CåNCER

DE MAMA
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LACOG GENITOURINARY
GROUP CHAIR 

LACOG GYNECOLOGICAL
GROUP CHAIR 

Dr. Karine
Trindade
Oncocentro 

São Carlos Hospital
Fortaleza, CE, Brazil

EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR 

Dr. Denis
Jardim 

Sírio Libanês Hospital
São Paulo, SP, Brazil

SCIENTIFIC DIRECTOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dr. Diogo
Assed Bastos
Oncoclínicas Group

Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brazil

SECRETARY

Dr. Fábio Kater
The Beneficência 

Portuguesa of São Paulo
São Paulo, SP, Brazil 

BOARD MEMBERS 
GENITOURINARY
GROUP

BOARD MEMBERS 
GYNECOLOGICAL
GROUP

Dr. Diogo 
Rodrigues Rosa

Dr. Angélica 
Nogueira

Oncoclínicas Group
Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brazil

UFMG - Federal University of 
Minas Gerais
Belo Horizonte, MG, Brazil

Dr. Fernanda Damian
São Lucas da PUCRS Hospital

Porto Alegre, RS, Brazil

SECRETARYVICE-CHAIR

Dr. Graziela Dal Molin
The Beneficência 

Portuguesa of São Paulo
São Paulo, SP, Brazil
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Dr. José Bines
INCA - National Institute 

of Cancer
Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brazil

SCIENTIFIC DIRECTOR

Dr. Max Senna Mano
Oncoclínicas Group São Paulo

São Paulo, SP, Brazil

VICE-CHAIR SECRETARY

Dr. Paula Cabrera
INCAN - National Institute 

of Cancerology
Ciudad de Mexico, Mexico

BOARD MEMBERS 
BREAST
GROUP

BOARD MEMBERS
HEAD AND NECK
GROUP

Dr. Gustavo 
Werutsky
São Lucas da PUCRS 
and Moinhos de Vento 
Hospital
Porto Alegre, RS, Brazil

LACOG HEAD AND 
NECK GROUP CHAIR 

Dr. Gilberto Castro
ICESP - The Cancer Institute of 

the State of São Paulo 
São Paulo, SP, Brazil

SECRETARY

Dr. William Nassib Jr. 
Oncoclínicas Group
São Paulo, SP, Brazil

CO-CHAIR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dr. Luiz Paulo Kowalski
A.C Camargo Cancer Center

São Paulo, SP - Brazil

Dr. Aline Lauda 
F. Chaves
DOM Oncology
Divinópolis, MG, Brazil

LACOG LUNG
GROUP CHAIR 

LACOG RADIATION
GROUP CHAIR 

BOARD MEMBERS
LUNG
GROUP

BOARD MEMBERS
RADIATION
GROUP

Dr. Gilberto 
Castro

Dr. Maurício 
Fraga da Silva

ICESP - The Cancer Institute 
of the State of São Paulo
São Paulo, SP, Brazil

The University Hospital of 
Santa Maria
Santa Maria,RS, Brazil

Dr. Fábio Moraes
Radiation Medicine Program - 

Princess Margaret Cancer Centre
Toronto, Canada

SECRETARYVICE-CHAIR

Dr. Gustavo Nader Marta
ICESP

Sírio-Libanês Hospital
São Paulo, SP, Brazil

Dr. Clarissa Baldotto
D’Or Oncology

Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brazil

SECRETARYVICE-CHAIR

Dr. Ana Gelatti
São Lucas da PUCRS Hospital

Porto Alegre, RS, Brazil
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GROUP CHAIR BOARD MEMBERS 
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GROUP

BOARD MEMBERS
GASTROINTESTINAL
GROUP

Dr. Camilla 
Akemi Felizardo 
Yamada
The Beneficência 
Portuguesa of São Paulo
São Paulo, SP, Brazil

LACOG 
GASTROINTESTINAL 
GROUP CHAIR 

Dr. Rachel 
Riechelmann
A.C Camargo Cancer Center
São Paulo, SP, Brazil

Dr. Suzana Maria 
Fleury Malheiros

Israelita Albert Einstein Hospital
São Paulo, SP, Brazil

SECRETARYVICE-CHAIR

Dr. Fernando Maluf
The Beneficência Portuguesa of São Paulo

São Paulo, SP, Brazil

Dr. Renata D’alpino Peixoto
Alemão Oswaldo Cruz Hospital

São Paulo, SP, Brazil

SECRETARYVICE-CHAIR

Dr. Anelisa Coutinho
AMO Clinic – Multidisciplinary 

Support in Oncology
Salvador, BA, Brazil

LACOG GERIATRIC
ONCOLOGY GROUP CHAIR 

LACOG SARCOMA
GROUP CHAIR 

BOARD MEMBERS
GERIATRIC
ONCOLOGY
GROUP

BOARD MEMBERS
SARCOMA
GROUP

Dr. Luciola 
Pontes 

Dr. Roberto 
Pestana

Hcor
São Paulo, SP, Brazil

Israelita Albert 
Einstein Hospital
São Paulo, SP, Brazil

Dr. Rafael 
Schmerling

HCOR Hospital
São Paulo, SP, Brazil

SECRETARYVICE-CHAIR

Dr. Reynaldo Jesus 
Garcia Filho

Israelita Albert Einstein Hospital
São Paulo, SP, Brazil

Dr. Jurema Telles
IMIP - Institute of Integral Medicine 

Professor Fernando Figueira
Recife, PE, Brazil

SECRETARYVICE-CHAIR

Dr. Ludmila Muniz Koch
Israelita Albert Einstein Hospital

São Paulo, SP, Brazil
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STUDY NAME TYPE OF 
STUDY

SPONSOR / 
SUPPORT TITLE SAMPLE 

SIZE
COUNTRIES 
LATAM

LACOG 0116 
LATINO LUNG Epidemiological LACOG / BMS / 

Pfizer

Prospective epidemiological  
study of metastatic Non Small 
Cell Lung Cancer (NSCLC) in 
Latin America

728 patients
Argentina, Brazil, 
Colombia, Mexico 
and Uruguay

LACOG 0118  
RELANCE Epidemiological LACOG / GBOT / 

AstraZeneca
Retrospective epidemiological 
study of Locally Advanced Non 
Small Cell Lung Cancer

403 patients Brazil

LACOG 0417 
CNS MTX Epidemiological LACOG / GBOT

Retrospective Analysis of 
Patients with Non-Small 
Cell Lung Cancer with Brain 
Metastasis

385 patients Brazil

LACOG 1918 
Patient Journey Epidemiological LACOG / GBOT / 

Takeda
Patient Journey with advanced 
lung cancer positive for ALK 
fusion in Brazil

100 patients Brazil

LACOG 2218 
PACIFIC BRAZIL Clinical Trial LACOG / 

AstraZeneca

Intensified chemo-immuno-
radiotherapy with durvalumab 
(MEDI4736) for stage III 
Non-Small Cell Lung Cancers 
(NSCLCs): a Brazilian Single Arm 
Phase II study (PACIFIC BRAZIL)

48 patients Brazil

LACOG 0120 
EAP Durva Epidemiological LACOG / GBOT

Durvalumab as maintenance 
in patients who received 
chemoradiotherapy for 
unresectable stage III NSCLC: 
Real World Data from an 
Expanded Access Program in 
Brazil

36 patients Brazil

LACOG 0322 
EDUR BRA Epidemiological LACOG / GBOT / 

Astrazeneca

A Real-World Assessment 
of the Efficacy and Safety of 
Durvalumab Associated with 
Platinum-Etoposide in Previously 
Untreated Extensive Stage-Small 
Cell Lung Cancer (ES-SCLC) in 
Brazil

60 patients Brazil

LACOG 0821 
AMIGO-1 Clinical Trial LACOG / Janssen

A single arm, phase 2 study 
of amivantamab, lazertinib 
and pemetrexed for first-
line treatment of recurrent / 
metastatic non-small cell lung 
cancers (NSCLCs) with EGFR 
mutations

49 patients Brazil

LUNG

LACOG 
STUDIES09

STUDY NAME TYPE OF 
STUDY

SPONSOR / 
SUPPORT TITLE SAMPLE 

SIZE
COUNTRIES 
LATAM

LACOG 0615 
LATINA
Breast

Epidemiological LACOG/ Roche

A study to observe patients 
characteristics, treatment 
patterns and outcomes in 
patients with newly diagnosed 
breast cancer in Latin America.

4.500 
patients

Argentina, 
Brazil, Bolivia, 
Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Mexico, 
Peru, Republica 
Dominicana 
Uruguay and 
Venezuela

LACOG 0413 
Male Breast 
Cancer

Epidemiological EORTC

Clinical and biological 
characterization of Male Breast 
Cancer: an international EORTC, 
BIG, TBCRC and NABCG 
intergroup study.

533 patients Brazil, Mexico and 
Peru

GBECAM 0115 - 
AMAZONA III Epidemiological LACOG GBECAM 

/ PRONON
Prospective evaluation of breast 
cancer at Brazilian institutions - 
Project AMAZONA III

3.000 
patients Brazil

LACOG 0715 - 
PALLAS Clinical Trial ABCSG  

ALLIANCE

A randomized phase III trialof 
palbociclib with adjuvant 
endocrine therapy versus 
endocrine therapy alone for 
hormone receptor positive 
(HR+)/ human epidermal growth 
factor receptor 2 (HER2)-negative 
early breast Cancer

4.600 
patients Mexico

LACOG 2118 
ALEXANDRA/
IMpassion 030

Clinical Trial ABCSG  BIG                   
AFT

A phase III, multicenter, 
randomized, open-label study 
comparing Atezolizumab 
(ANTI-PD-L1 ANTIBODY) in 
combination with adjuvant 
Anthracycline/Taxane-
based chemotherapy versus 
chemotherapy alone in patients 
with operable triple-negative 
breast cancer.

2.300 
patients Brazil and Mexico

GBECAM/
LACOG 0419 - 
NEOSAMBA

Clinical Trial LACOG
GBECAM

Evaluation of Sequencing of 
Anthracyclines and Taxanes for 
Locally Advanced HER2-negative 
Breast Cancer

444 patients Brazil

LACOG 0221 - 
BRAVE Epidemiological LACOG

GBECAM

Real-World Data on First-
line Treatment of Hormone 
Receptor-positive, HER2-
negative, Metastatic Breast 
Cancer in Brazil (LACOG 0221) 
– BRAVE Study

300 patients Brazil

BREAST

STUDY NAME TYPE OF 
STUDY

SPONSOR / 
SUPPORT TITLE SAMPLE 

SIZE
COUNTRIES 
LATAM

LACOG 0319 Epidemiological LACOG
Quality Of Life Assessment Study 
In Patients With Metastatic Head 
And Neck Neoplasia Submitted 
To Immunotherapy In Brazil

100 patients Brazil

LACOG 0720 
SMART-KEY Clinical Trial LACOG / MSD

SMART-KEY: A single-arm, multi-
institutional, phase 2 study of a 
pembrolizumab-based organ 
preservation strategy for locally 
advanced larynx cancers

41 patients Brazil

HEAD AND NECK
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GENITOURINARY
STUDY NAME TYPE OF 

STUDY
SPONSOR / 
SUPPORT TITLE SAMPLE 

SIZE
COUNTRIES 
LATAM

LACOG 0217 
IRONMAN Epidemiological PCCTC

IRONMAN: International Registry 
for Men with Advanced Prostate 
Cancer

5.000 
patients 
(100 Brazil)

Brazil

LACOG 1818 
Prostate Cancer 
Registry

Epidemiological LACOG/ LACOG 
GU

Survival outcomes in metastatic 
prostate cancer in the Brazilian 
population - analysis of individual 
characteristics and treatment 
modalities in different national 
health institutions

590 patients Brazil

LACOG 0218 
Hercules Clinical Trial LACOG/ MSD

A phase II trial of pembrolizumab 
combined with cisplatin-based 
chemotherapy as first-line 
systemic therapy in advanced 
penile cancer

37 patients Brazil

LACOG 0519 
PEACE III Clinical Trial EORTC

A Randomized multicenter 
phase III trial comparing 
enzalutamide vs. a combination 
of Ra223 and enzalutamide 
in asymptomatic or mildly 
symptomatic castration resistant 
prostate cancer patients 
metastatic to bone. PEACE III

560 patients
(106 Brazil) Brazil

LACOG 0620 - 
ExBAT Clinical Trial LACOG/BAYER

Extreme Bipolar Androgen 
Therapy with Darolutamide 
and Testosterone Cypionate 
in Patients with Metastatic 
Castration-Resistant Prostate 
Cancer (ExBAT trial)

51  patients Brazil

LACOG 2018 Epidemiological LACOG
Molecular Characterization of 
Penile Cancers in Developing 
Countries

20 patients Brazil

LACOG 0121 - 
PET - PMSA Epidemiological LACOG

Astellas

Retrospective analysis of 68Ga-
PSMA-PET in patients with 
prostate cancer: experience from 
Brazil

300 patients Brazil

LACOG 1120 
- RENAL 
REGISTRY

Epidemiological LACOG/ Ypsen
Clinicopathological 
characteristics and outcomes 
of patients with Renal Cell 
Carcinoma in Latin America

204 patients Brazil

STUDY NAME TYPE OF 
STUDY

SPONSOR / 
SUPPORT TITLE SAMPLE 

SIZE
COUNTRIES 
LATAM

LACOG 0619 
Glioma Registry Epidemiological LACOG Characterization of patients with 

diffuse gliomas in Brazil 300 patients Brazil

NEURO
STUDY NAME TYPE OF 

STUDY
SPONSOR / 
SUPPORT TITLE SAMPLE 

SIZE
COUNTRIES 
LATAM

LACOG/GTG 1318 
- CCA Epidemiological LACOG, GTG

A multicenter retrospective 
database on prognostic and 
predictive factors in patients with 
squamous cell carcinoma of the 
anus.

300 patients Brazil

LACOG 0119 NET Epidemiological LACOG, GTG
A multicenter retrospective 
database on prognostic and 
predictive factors in patients with 
neuroendocrine tumors

300 patients Brazil, Mexico, Peru, 
Chile, Argentina

LACOG 0222 
GASPAR Epidemiological LACOG, GTG, 

Astellas
Epidemiological characteristics 
of gastric and pancreatic cancers 
in Latin America (LACOG 0222)

200 patients

Brazil, Argentina, 
Mexico, Dominican 
Republic, Chile, 
Colombia

LACOG/GTG 
0421 Epidemiological LACOG, GTG

A global record of patients with 
anal squamous cell carcinoma 
with and without HIV infection

300 patients
Brazil, Peru, Mexico, 
Argentina, Chile, 
UK

STUDY NAME TYPE OF 
STUDY

SPONSOR / 
SUPPORT TITLE SAMPLE 

SIZE
COUNTRIES 
LATAM

LACOG 0215 
EVITA Epidemiological LACOG, Roche

Prospective evaluation of 
patients with uterine cervical 
cancer in Brazilian health 
institutions

800 patients Brazil

LACOG 1018 
PALBO in 
Ovarian Cancer

Clinical Trial LACOG/Pfizer

Palbociclib plus letrozole 
combination after progression 
to second line chemotherapy 
for women with ER/PR-positive 
ovarian cancer

39 patients Brazil

LACOG 0920 
Senticol III Clinical Trial

Centre 
Hospitalier 
Universitaire 
de Besançon/
LACOG

International Validation Study 
Of Sentinel Node Biopsy In Early 
Cervical Cancer

988 patients 
(200 Brazil)

Brazil, China, Italia, 
França, Canada e 
Japão

LACOG 0820 
EVITA LATAM Epidemiological LACOG/AZ

EVITA LATAM: Epidemiological 
Landscape of Cervical Cancer in 
Latin America  

482 patients

Brazil, Mexico, 
Colombia, Peru, 
Argentina, 
Guatemala, 
Dominican 
Republic

GASTROINTESTINAL

GYNECOLOGICAL

STUDY NAME TYPE OF 
STUDY

SPONSOR / 
SUPPORT TITLE SAMPLE 

SIZE
COUNTRIES 
LATAM

.LACOG 0122 
RADIANT Epidemiological LACOG

Radiotherapy with extreme 
hypofractionation  in patients 
with breast cancer in Brazil: a 
retrospective cohort study

363 patients Brazil

RADIATION
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ABSTRACTS

PUBLICATIONS10
Clinicopathological characterization, FGFR alteration prevalence, and outcomes of 
locally advanced or metastatic urothelial cancer in Latin America (LACOG 1518).
Vinicius Carrera Souza, Andrey Soares, Fernando Cotait Maluf, Fernando Sabino Marques Monteiro, Rosemarie Gidekel, 
Jaime Ardila-Salcedo, Maria Natalia Gandur-Quiroga, Murilo Luz, Marcelo Roberto Pereira Freitas, Saul Campos-Gomez, José 
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The Brazilian Breast Cancer Conference 2022 - Best of SABCS Brazil 
was held at the Intercontinental Hotel in São Paulo between April 
29 and 30. The event was organized by LACOG and the Brazilian 
Breast Cancer Study Group (GBECAM) in a hybrid format. Experts 
from all over Brazil and other countries gathered to discuss the main 
advances in the diagnosis and treatment of breast cancer.

During the two-day conference, participants were presented with 
key highlights of the San Antonio Breast Cancer Symposium, as 
well as modules devoted to the treatment of early and metastatic 
disease, significant advances in surgery, radiotherapy, and systemic 
treatments, and their implications for clinical practice. 

The scientific program, presented by 36 national and international 
lecturers, was attended in-person and virtually by more than 1,117 
individuals from various states.
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Best of ASCO 2022
On June 10th and 11th, LACOG and Instituto Ética hosted the tenth edition of the Best of ASCO 2022 event 
at the Pullman Ibirapuera Hotel in São Paulo. The ASCO-licensed congress had nine modules delivered 
by renowned Brazilian oncologists. Approximately 1,126 individuals attended the event in-person and via 
live transmission.

During the event, 46 abstracts were presented between the modules Genitourinary, Skin Cancer, 
Sarcomas, Gastrointestinal, Hematology, Breast, Gynecology, Lung, Head and Neck and Neuro. Fernanda 
Schwyter, president of the CURA Project Institute, presented the Renata Thormann Procianoy Award on 
this occasion. The winner of the fourth edition of the award was the researcher and nephrologist of the 
Cancer Institute of the State of São Paulo (ICESP), Dra. Verônica Torres, lead author of a study on aspects 
related to the management of renal treatment in cancer patients.

From March 29th to March 31st, a series of webinars entitled LATAM Cancer Connection were held as part of a 
collaboration between LACOG and MSD. The series focused on breast, gynecological, and genitourinary modules 
and intended to bring technical knowledge to clinical practice in Latin America.

Renowned oncologists from several Latin American countries presented the latest developments in the following 
areas of the global scenario: triple-negative breast cancer, endometrial cancer: essential knowledge in 2022, and 
advances and challenges in genitourinary tumors. The program was conducted online, with Spanish, English, and 
Portuguese translations, and 1,310 medical oncologists from 15 countries registered.

LATAM Cancer Connection: 
webinar series

LACOG Annual Scientific Meeting
On October 6th and 7th, the LACOG Annual Scientific Meeting was held in São Paulo. The event gathered in-person 
members of LACOG's 10 oncology specialty groups and included online participants from various Latin American 
countries. Among the discussions held during the meeting were ongoing studies from the groups, new proposals, 
and publications.

During Friday's program, the LACOG team presented the group's organizational structure and the new planned 
projects to all the attendees. It was a great honor to have so many members who support and work for the 
advancement of cancer research in Latin America present at this annual meeting.
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LACOG Immuno-Oncology
Symposium 2022
The first edition of the LACOG Immuno-Oncology Symposium 
was held on October 7th and 8th at the Sheraton São Paulo 
WTC hotel, with both in-person and online attendees. The 
event was the only one of its kind in Brazil and Latin America, 
focusing solely on immuno-oncology in clinical practice.

The speakers presented and discussed immunotherapy's 
fundamental principles and the most recent clinical research 
findings. The program was divided into modules titled Skin 
Tumors, Sarcoma and Lung, Breast, Gastrointestinal, Geriatric, 
Neuro, Gynecological, Genitourinary, and Head and Neck. The 
topics covered are intended to give oncologists an overview 
of each treatment area.

The Instituto Vencer o Câncer was also present at the LACOG 
Immuno-Oncology Symposium 2022, where it held a meeting 
with pharmaceutical industry representatives to present the 
“Love for Research against Cancer” project research sites. This 
project, a collaboration between LACOG and the Instituto 
Vencer o Câncer, seeks to establish cancer control-critical 
research sites in regions of Brazil that currently lack them.

The event was attended by medical researchers representing 
the six sites selected for the project, namely Centro Integrado 
de Pesquisa da Amazônia (CINPAM) (AM), Hospital do 
Câncer do Maranhão Dr.  Tarquínio Lopes Filho (MA), Hospital 
Napoleão Laureano (PB), Clínica Onconeo (MS), Hospital Santa 
Casa de Misericórdia de Feira de Santana (BA) and Hospital 
Universitário João de Barros Barreto da Universidade Federal 
do Pará (PA). During the program, there was also a discussion 
on how to promote clinical research in Brazil and reach those 
who need it the most.

"Love for Research against Cancer" 
project meeting
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VI GU Review International 
Symposium 2022 -  IV 
Multiprofessional Symposium

London Global 
Cancer Week

The VI International GU Review Symposium and the IV Multiprofessional 
Symposium 2022 were held at the Intercontinental Hotel in São Paulo 
from November 17th to 19th, 2022. The events were hosted by LACOG 
Genitourinary Group in a hybrid format and presented updates on 
treatments for prostate, kidney, and bladder cancers, as well as recent 
studies on these neoplasms. In-person and virtual registrations totaled 
1,617 for the three-day event, which featured 88 national lecturers and 
eight international speakers.

The IV Multiprofessional Symposium targeted oncology-focused 
nurses, pharmacists, physiotherapists, and nutritionists. The program 
covered topics such as safety in the process of antineoplastic infusion, 
effectiveness in the use of immunotherapies, among others.

On November 16th, LACOG, together with 
SLACOM, held the webinar "Experience of 
patient advocacy groups in support of cancer 
control and research in Latin America". The 
panel was part of the 2022 edition of London 
Global Cancer Week, a worldwide event that 
promotes discussions on cancer, its impact, 
and prevention in several countries.

The event featured speakers from Brazil, 
Argentina, and Mexico and included 
discussions on the significance of an early 
diagnosis for the patient's treatment, the 
need to raise funds and investments in 
clinical research, and the search for greater 
collaboration between institutions, patients, 
and society for cancer control.
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The Instituto Vencer o Câncer (IVOC), in collaboration 
with LACOG, developed the project Amor à Pesquisa 
Contra o Câncer (Love for Research against Cancer) 
in Brazil, which was supported by the Associação 
da Indústria Farmacêutica de Pesquisa (Interfarma), 
Sindicato da Indústria de Produtos Farmacêuticos 
(Sindufarma), and Eurofarma. This initiative is a 
collaborative endeavor by researchers, health 
associations, and the private sector to expand 
oncology research in the country. The aim is to 
provide support for the establishment of new 
centers, particularly in regions where research is 
underdeveloped, such as the North and Northeast of 
Brazil, where there are fewer of these institutions.
In addition to developing and organizing the 
operational structure and staff, and supplying 
technical and financial support, the project seeks to 
oversee the implementation of clinical studies and 
activities over a two-year period. The structuring and 
monitoring of the program's activities are directed 
by a management council comprised of Brazil's 
foremost clinical research specialists.
The selection of centers was made through a public 
notice and was based on a number of factors, 
including the geographic location of the health 
institution, the institutional availability of a health 
professional to perform coordination activities, the 
evaluation of the institution's cancer population, 
the availability of physical space and equipment for 
clinical research, and the ability to perform the tests 
or the possibility of outsourcing them.

LOVE FOR RESEARCH 
AGAINST CANCER
PROJECT12

Some units have already started their clinical studies, 
including the center in São Luís, Maranhão, which will 
conduct research on kidney and prostate tumors; the 
unit in Campo Grande, Mato Grosso do Sul, which will 
conduct research on kidney and lung cancer; and 
the unit in Manaus, Amazonas, which will conduct 
research on HIV-related anal cancer and kidney 
tumors. The other centers are also already preparing 
to conduct studies in their units.

Before the start of the surveys, the centers received 
technical visits and inspections in the first half of 2022 
as part of the process of implementing activities and 
training local teams.

"Clinical investigations are the scientific foundation 
for cancer diagnosis and treatment innovation and 

Centro Integrado de Pesquisa da Amazônia (Amazon Integrated Research Center), Manaus (AM)

Hospital Universitário João de Barros Barreto (João de Barros Barreto University Hospital), Belém (PA)

Hospital de Câncer Dr. Tarquínio Lopes Filho (Cancer Hospital Dr. Tarquínio Lopes Filho), São Luís (MA)

Hospital Napoleão Laureano (Napoleão Laureano Hospital) João Pessoa (PB)

Hospital Oncovida (Oncovida Hospital), Montes Claros (MG)

Clínica Onconeo Ltda. (Onconeo Clinic Ltda.), Campo Grande (MS)

THE CENTERS SELECTED IN 
THE PUBLIC NOTICE WERE:

development. Today, Brazil takes part in 5% of global 
cancer clinical trials and ranks fifteenth in terms 
of the number of clinical trials. As the president of 
LACOG, oncologist Gustavo Werutsky asserts, "We 
have enormous growth potential in conducting and 
participating in clinical studies in oncology for the 
benefit of patients, institutions, health professionals, 
and sponsors."

"This project aims to provide new research centers 
in regions where they have not yet been established 
in order for them to conduct international protocols. 
Oncologist Fernando Maluf, co-founder of the 
InstitutoVencer o Câncer institute, explains that 
patients from all regions of the country will now be 
able to be recruited for these studies.
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Juntos,
pesquisando
a cura
do câncer.

Projeto

13

In 2022, the Instituto Projeto CURA held three editions of the Cura Meetings, an event centered on public 

policies, with the goal of increasing the knowledge and engagement of various sectors of society to reduce the 

incidence of cancer in Brazil and discussing research bottlenecks with the scientific community, medical and 

pharmaceutical researchers, and public agents and NGO leaders. The hybrid nature of the meetings provided 

the public with the opportunity to learn about the benefits and difficulties of conducting cancer research.

1st Cura Meetings
April 29, 2022 - Theme: "Clinical 
Research and Social Inclusion"

2nd Cura Meetings
June 10, 2022 - Theme: "The challenges of public 
policies aimed at regulating and encouraging 
oncology research in Brazil."

3rd Cura Meetings
October 7, 2022 - Theme: "Clinical research as a 
form of Social Inclusion - expanding access to 
clinical research in Brazil"

The Cura Meetings Event
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The Renata Thormann Procianoy Award, conceived and 

administered by the Instituto Projeto Cura, aims to encourage the 

scientific community to continue its outstanding research and 

renew its motivation to aid others and future generations. Cura 

knows how challenging and stressful research in Brazil can be due 

to the lack of incentives. This is its contribution to the recognition of 

Brazilian cancer researchers and their effort.

 

On June 10th, 2022, the Instituto Projeto Cura presented the 3rd 

Renata Thormann Procianoy Award, during the Best of Asco, to Dr. 

Verônica, who is the first author of the article titled "Prospective 

study evaluates the performance of the 2021 CKD-EPI equation 

without race coefficient in adults with solid tumors" regarding renal 

treatment for cancer patients.

On October 8th, 2022, the Instituto Projeto Cura 

hosted the 1st Immunotherapy Forum for Patients 

with the theme "Access to Immunotherapy in 

Brazil through Clinical Research." This was an 

occasion for lay patients and NGO leaders to 

clarify their questions with experts in the field and 

learn more about the topic, thereby expanding 

their knowledge. The Forum was held in a hybrid 

format, allowing more individuals to access the 

information presented.

Renata Thormann Procianoy 
Award Ceremony 2022

1st Immunotherapy 
Forum for patients

On November 16th, the Instituto Projeto Cura 
participated in the London Global Cancer Week 
webinar that presented the actions to support 
cancer research conducted by Latin American 
cancer patient associations. The program was 
conducted by LACOG and SLACOM and featured 
speakers from renowned institutions in Brazil, 
Argentina, and Mexico.

London Global 
Cancer Week 2022

On October 11th, 2022, the Instituto Projeto Cura launched the institutional 
campaign Movimento Pesquisas Salvam Vidas (Research Saves Lives 
Movement), an initiative that will serve as an additional informational 
front regarding the benefits of clinical research and its nuances from the 
perspective of the primary beneficiary: the patient. The Movement had the 
institutional support of NGOs.

It is through clinical research that medical advancements are made. 
Research is necessary so that we can learn more about diseases and develop 
new medicines, vaccines, and exams. The cure for cancer is also based on 
research. This, however, requires overcoming numerous obstacles, such 
as funding, promoting awareness, regulation, and encouraging scientific 
production. In view of these challenges, the Instituto Projeto Cura idealized 
the movement research saves lives #PesquisasSalvamVidas.

The Instituto Projeto CURA conducted a scientific 
study entitled "A national survey of the current 
situation and future prospects of cancer research 
in Brazil." The survey was created in collaboration 
with LACOG to assess the current behavior 
and prospective trends of Brazilian oncologists 
regarding clinical research in the treatment of 
cancer patients.

This scientific study, conceived and executed 
in 2022, has been submitted and accepted for 
publication at ASCO 2023, the world's largest 
oncology conference. It is worth pointing out some 
relevant data from the survey:

Research Saves Lives Movement

Survey
- Most of the participating physicians work in capital 
cities and are exclusively affiliated with private services.
- Two-thirds of participating physicians discuss clinical 
research with fewer than five percent of their patients.  
                                                                 
These and other data generated by this survey will be 
crucial for guiding new public policies and strategies 
to expand access to scientific research and improve 
patient treatment. 

The authors of the study were: Heloisa Resende, 
Taiane Rebelatto, Gustavo Werutsky, Gustavo Gössling, 
Vinícius Aguiar, Guilherme Lopes, Biazi Assis, Lilian 
Martins Arruda and Carlos H. Barrios.
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